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Erica and Max                                                                                

I’ve been riding with Anna since September 2006, when I brought my 3-year-old Friesian/Arab cross to the barn where she trained. I knew I needed help bringing a young horse along, but Anna probably saved my life! She diplomatically convinced me to hand his training over to a professional while she worked with me on my riding skills.

With Anna’s help I began to realize what an infinite and exciting journey it is to build a partnership with a horse. Anna inspired me to work hard, focus on my horse, and trust the process. She taught me how to be patient with myself and my horse but at the same time how to hold a clear vision of where we might go together and who we might become.
Anna is totally devoted to the principals of classical dressage, and she finds a way to explain them to her students with humor and creativity. We work hard in our lessons but laugh a lot, too, in our quest to find that “happy seat” and “relaxed forward” that Anna’s always talking about.
I eventually traded my young horse to Leslie (see pics of Les and Namaste on this page) for her seasoned eventing and dressage horse. I’m now half of a great team, and I like to think that both Max and I have bigger dreams for ourselves than before we started working together! One of the biggest thrills of my life has been to see Max slowly drop his stoic façade and allow me to make a real connection with him. But I should really say that I’m one-third of a great team, because Anna’s insight, patience, and sense of humor keep us focused on our goals, happy in our work, and looking forward to every new ride.  -Erica Whitcombe
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                                                                               Leslie and Namaste   
                                                                
I’ve been training with Anna since 2008 and I credit her with developing my passion and addiction to dressage.  I come from an eventing background and for a long time I, like most eventers, viewed dressage as the necessary evil to suffer through to get to cross country!  However, through the course of the last few years of lessons with Anna, I have developed such a respect for the art of dressage, mainly because of Anna’s unwavering enthusiasm for correct classical dressage and the numerous benefits and progress I see in my own horses.

I own two completely different and difficult young horses, and Anna has given me tools that have helped them both mature in confidence and ability. Anna has great insight and perception with horses, and I feel that because of her I have begun to develop a true partnership based on mutual respect with both of my horses.
    

Anna’s lessons are filled with useful imagery, technical how-to’s, insightful advice, laughter, and a bit of humility, and I always leave challenged but most importantly with an increased respect and love for my horses! -Leslie Middleton                             

